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January nth, 1891. 

Vice President, Dr. Hugh T. Patrick, in the chair. 

Drs.D. R. Brower and H. Gideon Wells reported, and pre¬ 
sented specimens from, a case of paralysis of the fifth to the 
twelfth cranial nerves of the left side of about twelve years’ 
duration. Death was due to angina pectoris. The paralysis 
had reached its full extent in the course of a few months and 
then remained perfectly stationary. A diagnosis was made 
of infra-nuclear paralysis due to a growth in the dura. Be¬ 
cause of the history of the case, coupled with the occurrence 
of twelve miscarriages and a slight improvement under 
iodides, the lesion was thought to be syphilitic. At the autop¬ 
sy a tumor resembling somewhat a psammoma was found in 
the dura, and extended into the left petrous bone, and 
pressed upon the paralyzed nerves at their points of emer¬ 
gence from the brain. Microscopically it was found to be 
a vascular endothelial tumor derived from the endothelium of 
the perivascular lymphatics—a periendothelioma. 

ACROMEGALY TREATED WITH PITUITARY BODY. 

Dr. Sydney Kuh reported three cases of acromegaly treat¬ 
ed with pituitary body. In the first case the existing head¬ 
ache and mental depression seemed somewhat relieved, while 
in the other two cases the patients were benefited to a more 
marked degree: headache, vertigo, general weakness, hyper- 
idrosis and projectile vomiting ceased, and in one instance 
trophic disturbances in the nails of the hands showed well- 
marked changes for the better. In case 3 cramps in the calves 
of the legs appeared after the patient had been under treat¬ 
ment for nearly one and a half years and the woman be¬ 
came very much depressed mentally. 

Dr. Kuh stated that he did not believe the results to be 
due to suggestion only. He believed that tlfe disease of the 
pituitary body is the cause of acromegaly. In every case of 
this malady in which a thorough post-mortem examination 
was made, the gland was found to be affected not only in man 
but also in one case known to have occurred in an animal. 
There is a good deal of evidence to show that the hypophysis 
exerts some influence upon our physical development, and 
that it may not only cause acromegaly but under certain 
conditions the opposite condition, stunted growth. 
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Dr. Brower mentioned a case of acromegaly in which death was 
sudden. One of the main points of interest in the case was the fact 
that a Gowers’ blood test showed 104 degrees of hemoglobin. The pa¬ 
tient was sent to the hospital the day of examination, and died of pul¬ 
monary edema. At necropsy the pituitary body was found enlarged. 
In a second case. Dr. Brower gave thyroid extract and followed it by 
pituitary body. There was apparent subjective improvement. Death 
was caused by the grippe. How much of the improvement in this 
case was due to suggestion, was an open question. 

Dr. Barker said he was much interested in Dr. Kuh’s paper, and 
also in Dr. Brower’s suggestions, as there was certainly an intimate 
relation between the thyroid and pituitary bodies. Dr. Barker asked 
Dr. Kuh whether he looked upon the treatment of acromegaly by 
pituitary body as a substitution method, or whether he believed 
acromegaly was due to a degenerative process. Dr. Kuh said treat¬ 
ment would indicate that a degenerative process was taking place, 
and that the good obtained was by substitution. 

Dr. Dewey asked if any systemic change took place during treat¬ 
ment. Dr. Kuh replied that there was no change in pulse or tem¬ 
perature. 

Dr. Wells pointed out the fact that hypertrophy of an organ was 
not necessarily followed by hypersecretion of that organ. 

Dr. Patrick asked if there were any change in the visual fields. 
Dr. Kuh said not. 

Dr. Kuh closed the discussion by saying that the solution of 
organo-therapy was not so easy as it might seem. The substitu¬ 
tion theory was the one generally accepted, but he had a case of 
myxedema under observation which had been cured, and stayed 
cured for years without further use of thyroid extract. Substitu¬ 
tion would not account for the change being permanent. 



